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With the Exception of Edison,
He is Best Known of the

Electrical Geniuses.
One of tho distinguished figures in

early American history Is Jienjnmln
Franklin. Of all the great men whose
lives arc linked with the development
of electricity, except perhaps Edison,'
Franklin Is best known to the averagoschool boy. It was Franklin who
obtained sparks from a wet kite dur-;
ing a thunderstorm.an experiment
that inspired the invention of t he
lightning rod. As a writer, philosopherand scientist, Franklin occupies
an unique placo lu American history.,
His career and achievements as a diplomatistand statesman arc not less
Impressive.

Born In Boston in 170C, Franklin
was tile fifteenth of a family of seventeen.Ho died in 171)0. As a boy he
worked In his father's tallow chandlery,later becoming an apprentice
to his brother, James, who was a

printer of 110 little reputation and who
established one of tho earliest newspapersin the United States.

Franklin's family intended him for
the ministry, but thc)r hopes were
soon dashed against his love for his
printing trade, which he runstered
very early in life. Owing to a disagreementwith his brother, Franklin
ran away to sea. Beaching .Vow York,
he could obtain no work, so I10 Journeyedto (Philadelphia, where he arrivedpenniless in 1723.

Franklin was a good worker and
soon obtained employment at his trade
from Samuel Keimer. Six years later
he gained control over the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette, which Keimer started.
In 1730 he married Miss Deborah Bend
the daughter of the man with whom
he lodged when he first arrived In
Philadelphia.
Tho dignified and clever manner in

which Franklin conducted the publics-
tion soon gained for hint many friends (and a position of prominence In the
colonics.

While on a visit to Boston In 17-16
Franklin saw Dr. Spence, a scientist
recently arrived from Scotland, performa number of electric experiments.lie became deeply Interested
in electricity and experimented with

I several tubes under the direction of
Peter Collinson. of I»ndon. Franklin ,had an idea that electricity was not
created by friction and that lightning
was an electrical phenomenon. i,

in a letter to Collinson in 174!);,Franklin outlined his theories. He

"To determine the question whether <

the clouds that contain lightning are c
electrified or not I would propose an c
experiment to bo tried where it may
he done conveniently. On the top of ;
some high tower or steeple place a [
kind of sentry box. big enough to containa tnan and an electrical stand. t
"From the middle of the stand let 1

an iron rod rise and pass, bending. <

out of the door and then upright
twenty or thirty feet, pointing very
sharp at the end. If the electrical '
stand he kept clean and dry a man
standing on it when such clouds aro
passing low might be electrified and <

afford sparks, the rod drawing the lire
to him from a cloud." 1

In June. 1752, Franklin decided to
test his ideas by the aid of a kite.
Assisted hy his son, the only person '

who know of the experiments, Frank-
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Minneapolis Confectionery Man!1
Believes in Doing Every-

thing Electrically. j;
The owner of some confectionery !'

shops in St. Paul and Minneapolis, is j1
a ureal believer In the efficiency of |1
electricity. In addition to the dainty '

electric lnmpH which adorn the tallies
of the shops, there arc desk tele-''
phone sets. A pretty miss seats her- j'
Belf, scans the menu card, then gives 11
her order by telephone. In a twink- j'
Hug tlio order Is placed on the tablo,'
by a waitress. |(
Compare this with the present moth-

od of waiting ten minutcB for some i'
one to come and take the order, then If
another wait of perhaps fifteen min-1c
utcs before the order is served. Time j8
Is saved. More cuslotners can he
jerved with greater speed and satis-
faction. c

c
I

lin constructed a kilo fastening to-
;cther two cross stocks to a silken
handkerchief. To the upright stick
lie affixed an iron point. The string ®

ivas made of hemp with the exception
if the lower end, which was of silk.
Where the hempen string terminated
Franklin placed a key.
Taking their places under a shed, j

father and son raised the kite. A
thundercloud passed over it, but noi.

dgns of electricity appeared. Frank-j'
In had given up hope and was about
o pull down his kite when he oh- .

served the loose fibers of his string |
novo toward an upright position. |
Franklin pressed his knuckles

igainsl the key and received a strong
ihook. When the string became tboriiighlywet electricity became abun-
lant and repented sparks were drawn
'roni the key. A vial was charged and
ill the other experiments made which (
ire usually performed with electricity.)
The demonstration of the lightning

heory was made in France a month
icfore Franklin made Ills successful
experiments in Philadelphia, although
franklin had not heard of it. t
Thousands of houses are now pro- t

ccted from lightning through Frank- i
in's ideas. Lightning rods offer pro-'p
ectlon when they have good metallic r
connection to the eartli at a depth
where the ground is permanently t
nolst. i

t

Two per cent of metallic sodium c

will harden lead so that it will ringjr
when struck. j t
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Q. My house was built before the
lawn of tho electrical age, but I am
waiting for n now one wirod for electricityand thon I shall enjoy the conveniencesof a wired homo, or have
you uuy suggestion to make? Mrs,
Amy Ken wick.
A. ('.Mrs. Amy Fcnwlck.) There is

no reason why you should wait for a

new house, (or houses that arc alreadybuilt are being wired by the
thousands every month at small cost!
ind without any inconvenience to the
jrcupnnts.

t). How can I lighten the task of
tewing and do away with the labor!
if driving my machine by foot jiowsr?Mrs. ill. H. Ilnlg.
A. (Mrs. M. H. ilalg.) Harness|

jlectrtcity to your nccttie. i no uuya
)f laborious Bewing are past. Every
volutin who does sewing at home can
tow accomplish ten times as much as
lofore without fatigue with the aid
if the new portable electric motor
ittachment to her sewing machine,
Q. My husband is ns cross as a

tear mornings and complains about
lie breakfast.the coffee isn't right
md the toast not hrown enough. 11
onfess I am not such nil extra good
took. Help me, please. ( Distracted.)
A. (Distracted.! Get an electric

icrcoiator and a grill and you will be
litre of hot coffee and nice crisp toast
dectrlcally made. This will help to
month the palii of peace in the ntornngand you will note an Improvement
n husband's temper. It Is easy to
ook with the electrical devices, i'crolatedcoffee, crisp toast and broiled
lacon should make a lamb of hitsiand!
A. Don't loll, hut 1 am a bride and
want lo surprise my mothers and

isters with a nice luncheon. Send
ne a menu. Mts. J. F. Stock.
A. (I.Mrs. J. F. Stock.)

Luncheon.
'hating dish Toaster Tea kettle

Creamed chicken 011 toast
I-eltuce salad

Fruit Tea
26 watts Cost 3c
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Curator Ditmars Doesn't Know
What to Do With Animal

He Borrowed.
NEW YORK. Feb. 12..Does anylodywant a good, tamo specimen of

he Mephitis mephitica? Raymond hi
Ditmars, curator of the Bronx Zoo.
las one he wants, oh so badly, to get
id of.
The curator decided some time ago

hat his exploits in nature study were

ncomplete. lie had finger printed
he orang-outang and milked the vonimfrom a laucohead viper, and his
leighliors had once threatened to go
0 law unless he gave up the colony
f katydids that he kept in his studio,
lilt he had never taken a motion pic-
tire of a genuine, wood bred skunk
it close range. The queerest part of
t was that he wanted to do just that;
hlng.
The wood pussies at the zoo would

lot do. They are old and lazy. lie
learched for a real, lively pussy with,
1 mean disposition. At last about two
vceks ago he heard that a farmer in
Valhalla had caught one alive In a

rap. Up he went to Valhalla with a

specially constructed, airproof asbes-
os box and lie borrowed the skunk.
Back to his studio at his home In

Icarsdale he took it. Mo let it out
n the studio and then he buried the
>ox. He spent three days getting!
in friendly terms with little Mephitis
ind the creature got to know him so
veil that at last he brought his cam-:
>ra and a supply of formaldehyde Into
he room and left with a unique film of
genuine rip roaring wood pussy In

var maneuvers.
Then came the problem of getting

ho skunk back. Mr. Ditntars built
bomb proof trap and set it in tho

tudio. Mr. Skunk consented to on-1
or it and later off for Valhalla went:
It. Ditmars.
"Hero's your skunk back and 11

an't say how deeply grateful T am
or the loan," he told the farmer.
The farmer reached for a rake. "If
ou let that unholy beast loose within
50 miles of Valhalla station I'll sue
ou!" he shouted.
Mr. Ditmars, dumbfounde, took Tittle

fephitis bach lo Soarsdale. He can't
1vc It to the zoo. He admits that,
here wouldn't be a man, woman or

hild within ten miles of the park Ifi
e did. And when this story comes
ut he fears that his neighbors at
carsdale will organize a Ku Kltti
Man of else cancel their leases.
Anybody who will give little Me-
hltls a good home can have him on'

pplication at the curator's office.

EDISON IS SIXTT-MNE.

Thomas A. Edison, commonly known
s "The Wizard of Menlo Park," haa;
ist passed his sixty-ninth birthday,
eat week's electurette will rev'ow thel
L'UcvcmgaU ti! Mi', Judison, [

*

"

t

JLABKSBTJRG, W. YA., i

ify Cla
mTTSRWTFT
FINVISIBL1
> +

Touch of a Button Here and
There Does the Work

These Days.
(Ilj brace T. lladlejr.)

Mrs. Modern Housewife arises at 7
in the morning, presses a button and
a flood of golden light illuminates her
licdroom from ail indirect lighting fix-:
ture. Passing into the bathroom, the
electric vibrator rejuvenates a cheerful
countenance, tt)e electric curler rcwavesher half and the hot water cup
warms the water for baby's bottle.
Within a lew minutes she Is dressed

and descends lo the dining room. A
twitch of a switch and the toaster and
percolator are at work while the grill
broils bacon. From the automatic
electric refrigerator she brings the
cream, hutler and eggs. Breakfast is
served in lite breakfast alcove, very
cosily arranged and equipped for table
cooking.

After the morning meal, the dishes
are gathered up, placed upon a
wheeled table and rolled to the elec- £

trie dishwasher which handles the.'
ware In the most rapid and approved f

manner. t

An electric range is ready in thej S
kitchen to rook the family dinner '

without fuel, ashes or funics. At the
snap of a little switch, any of the hot
plates glow with heat; another switch i'
and the broiler is ready to broil steak ,f
in the evening. The pressure of a,'
finger and the oven Is made ready for,'
the baking of pies, cakes and bread.
A constant supply of hot water is in-, .

sured by an electric water heater at- I
tached to the usual kitchen wator I
tank.
Through the day the electric vacuum

cleaner searches for dust and dirt
never disturbed by the old time broom.:
It is possible to clean with air more
thoroughly than you have ever cleaned t
before, also more quickly, easily and'
economically.
The bedroom is provided witli tele-

phone connection to all parls of the;
house to save unnecessary steps. There
is also the burglar switch, which (when needed lights every lamp in the (house. ^

Near the bedroom is the nursery i
with electric toys and an electrical de- r
vice at the window to keep Ihc room
supplied Willi fresh air. There is an r
electric nursery outfit for the prepa- v
ration of medicine, food. etc.. in case q
of sudden illness. An electric heat- y
ing pad is handy for chilly nights. |c
The sewing room, where Mrs. Mod-' u

crn Housewife spends some extra time i:
in the morning, is equipped with clec-' f
t rical appliances. The sewing ma-: s
chine is operated by an electric mo-: o
tor and controlled by a font treadle.1 <

A three and u six pound electric iron v
are on a convenient tioard and a sma." n
portable vacuum cleaner is used to
pick up threads and scraps of cloth. ?

I>own in lite basement Is a quiet I
running washing machine and wring-

erdriven by an electric motor, and h
an electric mangle takes care of plain
pieces. Electric irons do all the iron- d
Ing. one kind being equipped with a c

pilot light to indicate whether or notjsthe current has been turned off. A e

collapsible ironing board folds into a r
shallow closet. \

In the garage is a light electric 11:
coupe which is charged automatically \
by a mercury arc rectifier. The light- h
ing batteries are charged by a small v

rectifier. Electricity works without a v
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"The other day," remarked a BTOok-1
lyn housewife, "I discovered a most
satisfactory and I believe, novel use
for my new electric vacuum cleaner,
which all good housekeepers may be,
glad to know about.
"Heretofore when an accumulation

if soot made it neeessary to clean
nit the stove or furnace, 1 picked out|
be oldest apron I bad, donned it and
after wrapping my head with a tur>an,Turkish fashion, I removed most
if the soot with the little shovel and
i garden trowel. Jluring this dlsigrecableoperation, my temper was

lone of the best and the atmosphere
,vas tilled with Impalpable particles [
if dirt which seemed to penetrate
everywhere.
"Then suddenly I had an inspiration

ind after starting the vacuum clcan'r,I put the big suction end into the
nvn nvni- tr»n nlfir»g» nnri nrnflfn. t

ho soot was removed as if hy magic.
5o far as flying particles were concerned,I might have had on a white
Ircss witl»out its getting a single
smudge. Hereafter, no more dust
irushes for me when cleaning out a
itove or furnace, just take the vacuum
cleaner, turn the switch on a side
vail and watch the dirt disappear."

PASTORSKEEP FLOCKS
UNDER LOCI AND KE!

:orce Used by Preachers to
Keep Church Members
Away from Dance.

BHQEN'IX, Ariz., Feb. 12..One way
o keep church members from going!
o dances is to lock hern in church.
Phis plan has been tried with success
ly the pastors of the three Phoenk (|
icgro cuiigregiuiuua. (
Recently a local lodge of colorcr!

sen announced that its annual bali; (
could ha held on a certain evening.
he pastors of the African Methodist
Ipiscopal church, Second Baptist
hitrch and the Tanner Chapel wontjr
itnong their respective flocks and
irged them not to Indulge In the slnulpastime of dancing. They vrcro
oon convinced, however, that most
f the negro residents of Phoenix inendedto be at that ball, no niattor
chat lliei. spiritual leaders thougni
.bout It.
Thereupon the ministers announced
peeial piayer meetings for the ereting.it the ball. Certain members r,f

loss and without attention.
Some one has lamented that dreams

lo not come true. They come true
very day in the home of invisible
orvice. If your house is wired for
lertrlcity the triple genii of the copierwire are yours to command and
cill bring you light, beat and power

n»A«otii«n nf a KuHnn PflU'
I,» lilt' lllCOOUIt V/l II I/IIVVUII. v. ..

I'oraen realize how greatly the art of
lousckeeping has keen simplified
rlthin the last few years by the de

elopracntof electrical appliances.
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FOLLOWED HI
HOT WORDS

Electric Percolator Solves All
These Early Morning

Differences.
"My dear, the coffee is cold again,

t Is abominable to sit down to the!
able morning alter morning and find
old coffee."
"Well 1 told you breakfast, was

eady and you said you'd be right
own. That was fifteen minutes ago..
Jow don't blame me."
The solution nf these early nfornngdifferences is the electric coffee:

lercolator. Properly connected to the
lectrical circuit, the coffee is ready
o serve ten minutes after the cur-;
cnt is on and the cost of current is
ominal. Tno same electric current
hat makes the coffee will toast bread
r grill the bacon so that the entire|
ireakfast may be served nice and hot,
r cooked by wire at the table.

heir cons legations then decided they!
rould attend prayer meeting early in
ho ceiling and then go to the ball,
litis serving God and Terpsichore inj
he same evening.
But at each place the prayer meetngwas unaccountably prolonged,

lome in the rear pews thought to slip
luietly out through the door. The
loor was locked. So wore the winlows.
Explanations were demanded, but

he only explanation forthcoming was,
hat the way to freedom and the dance
rould not be open till prayer mcctli
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Many Electrical Devices Can
Be Packed Away in a Very

Small Space.
There Is a little three pound electric

Iron with a removable handle that
makes it possible to pack the iron in
very small space. For this reason it
is a great favorite with women travelers.Who is not aghaBt at the
wrinkles In the frocks that one takes
from a trunk?
The young woman away from home

will have frilly things to press when
she unpacks her trunk and will And
many uses for this small electrical
device. A rumpled ribbon is made to
look like new. bits of lace are pressed
out In a Jiffy, wrinkles smoothed and
the frock is freshened in no time.
The fun of going away on a summert.%) always depends on the balanceyou strike between the pleasuresof the holiday spot and the discomfortof leaving cherished luxuries

behind.
At the shore, at the hotels en route,

in the mountains, almost everywhere,
there is electric light available and
there arc few cases where the voltageis not standard and suited for the
appliances one can bring from home.
If you are travelling light he sure to
take the traveller's iron with you for
it Is a most convenient little device.
It can be carried in a valise, Is easily
adjusted and handy in a moment of
need.

ing was over. And it wasn't. It was
after midnight when the pastors got
tired of praying.

Mica deposits sufficiently large to
develop exist in twenty states.

Copper produced in the United
States last yea.r valued at $238.000,000.

Fresh Country Eggs. Everyoneguaranteed a good one.
25c doz. Gandy Provision Co.

«>
"Lizzie, where did you got the fish

we had for supper last night!"
"I got them at Smithy's, wera't they
fine.
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